'Apapa port re-opens as freight forwaraers call -
off 2-week strike

BY UCHE USIM

adreight forward-
ars operating at
the Apapa port
in Lagos have cailed
off their two-week oid
strike, which led to the
closure of AP Moller
Terminal (APMT), the
biggest seaport termi-
nal in West Africa.

The strike was to protest
the alleged arbitrariness,
high charges, double bill-
ing, racist comments and
other under-hand dealings
of APMT.

A statement by the Joint
hught Forwarders Com-
mittee made available to
Sunday Sun directed all
members to resume wmk
at APMT immediately, as
most of their demands have
been accepted and a Memo-
randum of Understanding
signed with APMT manage-

ment to seal the deal.

Penultimate Sunday, . the
freight toxwmdmg agsocia-
tions in Apapa directed the
wnhdmwal of services by
its members, from APMT:
and ENL with effect from
Monday, November 3 for
alleged “ineflicient services
and collecting money con-
tinuously for services not
rendered by the terminal
operators.”

Experts say (he devel-
opment robbed the nation:
of about N30 billion in 10
working days: : !

The Nigeria - Customs
Service (NCS)  was the
highest - victim; reportedly

losing an average of N1 bil-
lion d'uly :

Other losers are s hipp'ng'
manufacturing com-

lines,
panies, haul: wc/tmckmgx
firms, terminal operators,
Nigerian Ports  Authority,
importers, clearing agents

and other agencies of gov-
erument. Their losses. are
estimated to be about N4bil-
lion daily and with that of |
the Customs, N5 billion was

lost on cach working day.

Aside the revenue loss,
the strike also left several
cargo-laden vessels strand-
ed as dock workers who -
ought to unload and load
the ships were also pmt of
the strike.

There is also a back Iou oi
uncleared containers; \vhuvh
will altract scores of trucks
and then pasmbly lead to

;'memtmn

Part of the. glousu of hu”
freight tt)rwardus was the |,
alleged racist comments, at-

titudes and behaviours.

“The Ni ational Pxesukm of
the Assouatmn of Nwmmn
Licensed (ustom\ Agents
(ANLCA), Prince ()Iayl-
wola Shittu, at-a mecling
with members alleged that

“Therefore,

APMT officials . publicly .
believe that, when Nigeri-
ans are hungry, they will go
back to work. “This unso-

licited, unwarranted and un- .

dcsmvcd comments, infuris .
ated the protesters. Rather. ..

“hari: doyse the embers: of

anger arising {tom the bare-
awd {leecing of Nigerians -
of their hard L‘unad money,,
APMT; because of some. .
‘powers’ they rely on, ag-

gravated' the situation,” he
stated.
Continuin he ‘md

thc K
strike 1 a 1Ldbllon to. the,
high-handedness, . arbitrari-
pess. angd non-chatlant at-
titude, . towards, qumn”
importers and agjn,ms by |
the, APMT officials, who,,
are bum; loutud as. the ;;,rmt
otie, that cannot be tamed, -
other ‘;hnppmn.
and terminal operators fol-.
Jow suit; whatever APMT
does,” he said. Y




