“nited Nations’ In-
ternational Mari-
time Qrganisation
(IMO) has adopt-
ed global, binding
regulations to enhance satety
of navigation in polar waters.
After several years’ intense
negotiations, the IMO Mari-
e Satety Committee (MSC)
has adopted a new set of regu-
Jations on navigation in polar
waters, including the waters

around Greenland.

The IMO hereby takes a great
step towards malking the Polar
Code in its entirety internation-
ally binding. The Polar Code
covers all aspects of navigation
in polar areas — from the con-
struction of ships, the training
of crews and navigation to im-
proved coordination of search
and rescue operations.

The Polar Code will apply
to passenget ships, and it will
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Before the Polar Code becomes
effective, the enwvironmental pro-
visions on navigation in polar
areas must also be adopted by :
the IMO Environment Protec-
tion Comumittee (MEPC) in the
spring of 2015. However, the
provisions have already been
approved by the MEPC in Sep-
rember 2014, Therefore, it is ex-
pected that the entire Code will

be adopted to become effective Y

al the turn of the year 2016/2017. 7 ;‘




