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Importers and ‘their freight

~ forwarders have been advised to
abide by the rules and regula-
“tionis guiding importation as
the only way for them © enjoy
"the * Pre-Arrival Assessment
Report (PAAR) introduced by
the Nigeria Customs Service
(NCS) n December last year.
"PAAR was introduced by
the NCS as a replacement for
Risk Assessment Report (RAR)
which was introduced by the
former Destination Inspection
Agents'(DIAs) whose contract
'| ended last year December.

PAAR, like RAR, .contains
trade information which the

“'| ‘importer or his agent must fill -
and submit to the bank which

in turn  forwards it to the
NCS for processing  of goods
for delivery to the consignee
or his agent.

" Since its introduction, freight
forwarders have been divided on
“the system, with some saying
that they have found it difficult
dlearing their goods, while
some, including prominent
agents, applauding the new
system

- Based on this development,

Ez

. ' the Customs Area Controller
‘Tin Can Island Port, Mr Jibrin
Zakare, who spoke to THIS-

'DAY  described PAAR as

a progr&eswe and simplified

ent lainin
that’ Eﬁma qnﬁo wmixfo en]oi

" the system must keep away

" from any form of fraudulent
acts. Zakare ‘said that those
who complain of PAAR were

"~ freight forwarders  whose
importers were . involved in

' under-declaration, concealment,
under-valuation, among other
trade crime. He explained that
once an importer falsifies his
trade information, it will affect
the smooth processing for the
release of such consignmients.
.+ According to the coniroller,
itis one thing for the importer
to make his declaration which
is contained in PAAR that is
submitted through the bank, and
another thing for the Customs
to cross-check the information
given in the document.

He said that in most cases, a
good number of importers have
been found to have given false
information, adding that those
were the ones that complain
that PAAR is  difficult to
process. :




