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to check congestion

he Manila ports has in-

. creased storage fees at

the port by 2,000 per-

cent. in order to help

decongest the port cur-

rently choked with overstaying
cargo containers.

Presidential spokesperson Ed-
win Lacierda said that President
Benigno Aquino III and the Phil-
ippine Ports Authority (PPA)
had issued separate orders im-
posing new rates for shipping
and cargo handlers that use the
Manila International Container
Terminal (MICT) and the South
Harbor port as a storage area.

According to Lacierda, the new
storage fees will apply to cargo
that remain in the port area more
than 11 days after being given
clearance.

The rates are P5, 000 (USD112)
for 20-foot containers (up from
P240.65); P8,750 (USD197) for 35-
foot containers (from P421.10);
P10,000 (USD224) for 40-foot
containers (from P481.30) and
P11,250 for 45-foot containers.

Lacierda said that the fees
would apply to the two Ma-
nila ports as well as the ones in
Batangas and Subic. The new
1ates are expected to take effect
S001.

The PPA reported that roughly
10 percent of containers at MICT
and 25 percent at the South Har-
bor were overstaying.

“There’s a period [that] the
containers are {allowed] in the
port. They will have to be pro-
cessed and then after the Bureau
of Customs grants gate passes
for withdrawal, [these should be
removed),” Lacierda said.

He added that the storage fee
would be imposed on the 11th
day after a cargo has been given
o

clearance if it remains inside the
port. .

The rate increase comes on the
heels of the Manila City govern-
ment’s decision to lift the truck

“to International Containér Ter-
minal Services Inc. chair Enrique-
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“‘may adversely affect ecoriomic

growth. . Last week, President
Aquino issued .an. order prod--
ding.shipping’ firms and cargo

handlers to use the Batangas and"*

Subic ports as an alternative to

ban in the city which, according



