0
—

&

T~

(€U d o

g,

resxdent Goodluck
Jonathan has restated
. the commitment of the
* federal government of

d ‘1o plovuhng se;cunty
auound Nigeria’s maritime line.

Pxesxdent ]onathan dxsclosed
this, recently while des;larmg
open the, Chlef of Naval Staff
CorLferenCL that' commenced at’
Revgrton Hotels in Lokoja, Kogi
State. He stated that.as a major
maritime_nation, ng(_na must,

provide adx_qugte capacity to
hamess her vast maritime poten-
tials lowards nation building.

Represented by the Permanerit
S(.Lre’tary, Muush‘y of DefenLe,
Alhaji Aliyn Suleiman Numa,
the president explained that the
collaboration with nmghbourmg
and other ECOWAS states was
to ensure that access to ngerla s
exdu::lve ‘Economic Zone and
adjoining areas within the gulf of
Guinea are secu:ed and for legiti-
mate explmtatlon activities.

He said, “I'am sure you know
my administration or watch as
you would’ SL y in‘the Navy, this
governmient:
efforts  towards providing your
npeds, ar}d we, will continue .to

suppart  your, quhy» endeay-

ours to build and’ maintain' a
qg*d]ble naval force we can all
be-proud; of; "I ‘wish to reiterate
therefore” that my guvemment
will make sure that all your re-

uirements are met because we
have no chmce

He' commended the N)genan
Navy for its collaborative efforts
in tacding ingurgency in north-
eastern part of the country. In
address, the Chief of Naval Staff,
Vice Admxral Usman ]ubrm stat-
ed that the conference became

smade. cancerted..

imperative to, access and restrat-
egise , for enhanced operahonal
efﬁclency and contribute to more
development of Nigeria in recog-
nition of. ex1st1ng security chal-
lenges

Agcordmg to’ hun the theme‘

of ﬂﬁs year conference in context
will remain valid in the unfore-
seeable future. “First Nigeria
relies on the sea for its economy
with direct impact on socio-po-
litical economy,”” he said. And
secondly, maritime security is a

vital component of Nigeria's se-
curity policy, which also in the
context of international politics
has fundamentally changed due
to globalization,”” he said.

The state governor, Capt. Idris

Wada who was represented by -

nathan reiterates commitment to
s@ﬁunw of maritime boarder

his Deputy, Yomi Awoniyi com-
mended the Nigerian Navy for
playing active role in the security
affairs of the country. Wada also
lauded the Navy for establishing
two commands in Kogi State.




