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How 22 people died along TinCan Port corridor

over extortion Truckers decry multinational dominance of haulage business
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CORRUPTION has be-
come an inf norm at
Lagos ports all efforts to
MtKWWW&o& * Security per
:ammom levels seem to address-
wve fai ing truck drivers
Extortion and brutality .:gmpa
of truckers have become a
both state
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the port corridors.
igati have so
far that no less
than 22 people were alleg-
i in 2022 followi
S e i
both government and non-
government actors operating
is is even as prolifera- In most cases however, over trucking business with -area on the roads.
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tiny while perpetrators  their lives to such clashes operators into unemploy-  time you fix your headlamps,
are rarely brought to boak. The recent one was adriv-  ment market. it would be broken again
For instance, it has been  er's motorboy that was killed Breaking down the death by these Our trucks
confirmed that there are 50 by Police and LASTMA offi- rate, he said: “At Tin Can are now rickety, destroyed
checkpoints for extortion cials on top of Total bridge  Ports sometimes in July by these hoodlums and the
around Mile 2, Sunrise, Co- along Apapa port access 2022, four people werekilled  money to fix them is no lon-
conut, Tincan Port second in a supremacy battle for ter- ger there.
gate, Kirikiri, FATGBEMS, The incident aﬁzdppened ritory between Maritime “We are not protected, the
Express Road and  when the Police LAST- Workers Union of Nigeria business that is supposed to
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mounted by security per- and asked the driver to “This matter was reported  go0 hundreds of - trucks
sonnel, state and non-state  N500 which the driver re- to the port police command, o g foreigners, Bal-
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around the Apapa and Tin
Can

Stakeholders are worried
that despite the NPA, Nige-
rian Shippers Council (NSC)
and State govern-

ment Eannerxhip to check-
mate the illegal checkpoints
mounted around Lagos ports

corridor, none of the pe
trators have been or

There have been cases
where security operatives
assigned to monitor traffic
alozlci port corridors would
wal miscreants  stop
trucks and demand money.
It is often the refusal to
with money at these i

in(tfsythat usually l‘:z:;!
to fights among security per-
sonnel, miscreants and truck

drivers,

(PSTT) held at the Nigerian
Shippers Council in Apapa
Lagos recently, the Coun-
cil of Maritime Transport
Unions and Associations
(COMTUA) alleged that in
2022 alone, an estimated 22
persons were killed along
the Tin Can Port corridor
due to extortion of truckers
and fight for territory among
various union’s.

This is even as association
raised the alarm over d,téhe

hual extinction of indige-
gn:.nds businesses in the truck-
ing business in the Nigerian
maritime sector.

A maritime stakeholder
Mr. Aroyehun, lamented for
instance that multinational
companies including Bol-
lore, Medlock among others,
have infiltrated taken

According to him, at Trade
Fair, a driver was killed be-
cause of N1,000 extortion by
touts who struggled for the
steering wheel with him and
the extortion point is still
there.

Aroyehun noted that the
port corridor into and
Tin Can Port is now of
traffic because there are no
cargoes to lift from the port
as truckers have sold thei
trucks.

“It is not only the efforts of
PSTT that has freed the port
corridors, we are no longer in
business, our members have
sold their trucks. If you need
a truck going from Tin Can
Port to Agbara for N180,000,
when you buy diesel and so
un,‘ﬁnu have to give N30,000
to the driver because of the

extortion by securi -
cies stationed at thtz m
corridor to manage traffic
congestion.

Conversely, he decried the
multiple extortion i-
enced in the hands of
he described as maritime
bandits along the port cor-
ridor.

“We don't have security
and traffic control men along
the ports corridors. What we
have are just bunch of extor-
tion bandj.its hiding under the
guise of providing security
and traffic control,” he said.

He lamented that those in
the trucking business in the
country are suffering and go-
ing through alot in the hands
of security agencies and area
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