_Customs, agents lose N50m
daily to terminal closure

HE Murtala
Muhammed Interna
tional Airport Com-
an Customs

venue over
cargo ter-
minal at the airpert on the
orders of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

The N50 million loss is the
revenue that would have ac-
crued to Doth the clearing
agents and the Customs for
fljearance of znpf‘ ted and
exported goods through the
airport.

Addressing reporters yester-

day, the C}‘mal of the Lagos
mrpor‘ branch of the Associa
Hon of Nigerian Licensed Cus-
toms Agents ( ANCL A), Mr
Alloy Fmeka lgwe described
the continued closure of the

cargo terminal by customs as

mse'wtne as the crisis that
emanated at the airport is not
beyond resolution.

He decried the deﬁloyTerL
of military perso*mel to the
cargo section of the airport
who manhandled clearis g
agents by shooting spora adic
cally into the air.

Icw e said many clearing
acrents sustained J\}L_Ues :Iozn
ﬁle gun shots carried out by of-
ﬁcofs of the Federal Operations
Unit (FOU) of the N

He said the alleged attack on
the Customs Area Compirol-

By Kelvin Usa Ckunbor

ler of the Lagos Airport Com-
mand was onr carmied out by
Yicensed clearing agents, argu-
fhat miscreants PoLf hav

‘»_;CT{) OI he G"Q

The cj‘r\aLJ_LAn said the ﬂa;or
challenge is access control in
the ca:co area, which is han—
died h security personmel at-
tached to the Federal Airports
%Lﬂfﬁou"*y of Nigeria (F/ A‘&\D

e described as mtme, n-
fo* rmation making the round
that Heensed a‘sfoms agents
forced their way into the “bulk
breaking area.

Igwe said:” What happened
vesterday at the cargo termi-
nal was a clear case of profes-
sional CIJSa\""cﬁ[I‘%’C between
the agents and Customs which:
was niot managed pronefiv if

“The situation could notRave
degenerated into the
militarisation and sporachc
shootings carried out by offi-
cials Oi the FOU, which de-
ployed armed personnel car-

‘Hier to the airport. We share

our sympathy with the cus-
Toms comptreller who was al-

egedly manhandled. We have
LSSLK‘:S with our operational
base, where the exit gatelsverv
porous, there is easy access into
the termninal , which could have
given rcom to hoodiums to
take adv antage of the situation
to carry out nauthodsed ac-
xﬂ/luES.




